


 

Legal aid facts • 2009-2010 Snapshot of services 
Updated January 2011 

2 

Snapshot of services 
2009 - 2010 

Representation by a lawyer 

Criminal: Financially eligible clients charged with all but the least serious 
offences and if convicted, face a risk of jail, loss of livelihood, or 
immigration complications 

Client referrals: 
19,113 

Family: Financially eligible clients facing situations where their safety or 
the safety of their children is at risk, they have been denied access to their 
children, or there is a risk that a child will be permanently removed from 
the province 

Client referrals: 
4,059 

CFCSA: Financially eligible clients whose children have been, or are at risk 
of being, removed from the client’s home by the Ministry of Children and 
Family Development, or clients who are facing legal proceedings initiated 
by the director of the MCFD, or if there are custody or access issues 
relating to a child in the care of the MCFD. 

Client referrals: 
2,211 

Immigration: Clients whose cases have a reasonable chance of success 
and who need help with a refugee claim, have an immigration problem 
that could lead to their removal from Canada or are appealing an 
immigration decision 

Client referrals: 
1,237 

Typical case costs 

Criminal (administrative offence): e.g., failure to appear $385 

Criminal (summary offence): e.g., drug possession $650 

Criminal (indictable offence): e.g., drug trafficking $1,300 

Criminal (major offence): e.g., murder, attempted murder, manslaughter $11,000 

Family: Serious family situations; e.g., restraining order, interim custody order $2,250 

Child, Family, Community Services Act: e.g., child placed in foster care $2,250 

Immigration hearing representation at a refugee hearing $1,650 

Immigration Personal Information Form: preparing documents for refugee application $1,000 

Please note that the “Typical case costs” table was updated in January 2011. It is illustrative only and 
does not reflect actual costs in all cases. 

 


















