
�D��Kin means immediate family, relatives, extended family

�D��Kith means friends and acquaintances

Understanding 
Kith and Kin Care Agreements

Kith and kin care agreements put children who are at risk into the care of friends or relatives. 
They keep children out of foster care and close to Aboriginal culture and traditions. These 
agreements are also sometimes called kinship agreements. 
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If your child has been removed or is going to be removed from your home by the Ministry of 
Children and Family Development, you can ask the ministry social worker to place your child in 
the care of a family member or friend. 

A kith and kin care agreement means the following:

�t��the social worker must review the 
background of the family member or friend 
who may be taking care of your child

�t��the social worker will help you make the 
arrangements for care

�t��the arrangement is temporary and the child 
is expected to be returned to the parent

Child Protection Fact Sheet Series

NO
TE If the ministry tells you that you are being 

investigated, you have the right to get a 
lawyer. Contact legal aid immediately to 
find out if you qualify for a free lawyer: 

604-408-2172 (in the Lower Mainland)  
1-866-577-2525 (toll free, outside the 
Lower Mainland)

�t��the child knows the relative or friend or has 
a connection to the caregiver through a 
cultural tradition or practice 

�t��the parents get to regularly visit the child

�t��the caregiver may get �nancial support 
from the BC bene�ts program called 
“Child in Home of a Relative (CIHR)” if the 
ministry found no protection concerns and 
the child’s parent placed the child in the 
home of a relative

�t��the caregiver may get �nancial support 
through the ministry if the social worker 
placed the child in the home of a relative 
because of protection concerns



Date the ministry started investigating:__________________________________________________________

Name of ministry social worker: _______________________________________________________________

Date you called legal aid for lawyer:_ ___________________________________________________________

Name of lawyer: ___________________________________________________________________________

First Nation/Band contact: ___________________________________________________________________

Court dates

Access Order application date:_ _______________________________________________________________

Presentation Hearing date:_ __________________________________________________________________

Protection Hearing date:_____________________________________________________________________

Adjournment date:_ ________________________________________________________________________

Your important details


